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On Nov. 19, President George Bush exercised a "pocket veto" of a trade bill containing several
controversial clauses. A pocket veto is defined as the president's failure to sign off on a bill on or
before the deadline. In its current form, the bill would have prohibited all trade with Cuba by US
companies' subsidiaries located in third countries. It would also have imposed sanctions against
nations providing equipment or technology for the manufacture of chemical or biological weapons
to governments considered "dangerous," such as Iraq and Libya. The original draft of the latter
clause specifically mentioned Brazil as one of the nations susceptible to sanctions. Even after the
clause was rewritten using more general language, the White House was opposed to the clause.
Members of Congress cannot begin organizing for a possible veto override, requiring a two-thirds
vote by both houses, until after the Congress reconvenes in January. The principal objective of
the legislation is to renew governmental authority to issue export licenses for "high-technology"
products, and to define criminal and civil sanctions against violators. The previous legislation
expired Sept. 30. Since then, the Departments of Commerce and Defense have managed license
issue under White House emergency economic measures. (Basic data from AFP, 11/19/90)
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